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New data on the tribe Ducetiini from Vietnam (Orthoptera:
Tettigoniidae: Phaneropterinae) 

Новые сведения о трибе Ducetiini из Вьетнама (Orthoptera:
Tettigoniidae: Phaneropterinae)
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Prohimerta (Anisotima) laocai sp. nov. from Northern Vietnam and Paraducetia cruciata gialai 
subsp. nov. from Central Vietnam are described. Corrected are some erroneous data on sys-
tematic position of Prohimerta (Anisotima) vieta, P. (Prohimerta) maculosa, and Paraducetia 
cruciata, as well as those on the type locality of P. maculosa.

Описаны таксоны Prohimerta (Anisotima) laocai sp nov. из Северного Вьетнама и Para-
ducetia cruciata gialai subsp. nov. из Центрального Вьетнама. Уточнено систематическое 
положение Prohimerta (Anisotima) vieta, P. (Prohimerta) maculosa и Paraducetia cruciata, а 
также типовое местообитание предпоследнего вида.
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INTRODUCTION

The generic classification of Indo-Malay-
an Ducetiini used here is based on the ideas 
published by Gorochov & Kang (2002). 
In this paper, the former genus Anisotima 
Bey-Bienko, 1951 was included in the ge-
nus Prohimerta Hebard, 1922 as a subgenus 
of this genus, and a new genus (Paraduce-
tia Gorochov & Kang, 2002) was separated 
from the former genus Ducetia Stal, 1874. 
The additional study allowed me (Goro-
chov, 2005) to introduce some corrections 
in the generic composition of Ducetiini, but 
position of Prohimerta and Paraducetia was 
not changed. Moreover, the new material 
supports the opinion by Gorochov & Kang 
(2002) on relations of these genera.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Material examined in this work is depos-
ited in Zoological Institute, Russian Aca-

demy of Sciences, St. Petersburg (ZIN [also 
as ZISP in literature).

TAXONOMIC PART

Order ORTHOPTERA

Family TETTIGONIIDAE

Subfamily PHANEROPTERINAE

Tribe DUCETIINI

Genus Prohimerta Hebard, 1922

Prohimerta (Anisotima) laocai sp. nov.
(Figs 1–6)

Material examined. Holotype. Male; North-
ern Vietnam, Lao Cai Prov., Fan Si Pan Mt., 
Sa Pa Vill., 1400 m; May 2006; coll. N. Orlov & 
S. Ryabov; ZIN.

Description. Male (holotype). General 
appearance typical of this genus. Coloura-
tion yellowish (evidently greenish in living 
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insect) with following marks: head with 
sparse brown spots on antennal flagellum 
as well as with light brown lateral ocelli, 
outer surface of scape and of second anten-
nal segment, and numerous dots on dorsal 
part of head (behind rostrum) and behind 
eyes (these dots weakly distinct); legs with 
brown spot on ventral part of fore femora 
(not far from their base) and near tympana 
of fore tibiae as well as with light brown 
all spines; tegmina with large brown spot 
on dorsal part of upper tegmen, distinctly 
smaller brownish lateral spots on dorsal 
part of lower tegmen and along anal edge of 
lateral part of both tegmina, whitish yellow 
(almost transparent) some membranes of 
dorsal part of lower tegmen and special area 
(a) in distal part of stridulatory apparatus 
of both tegmina (Figs 1, 2); hind wings 
transparent with yellowish both apical area 
and venation; cerci with light brown distal 
half. Structure of body typical of this sub-
genus, but with some characteristic features 
in tegminal structure and shape of copula-
tory appendices: tegmina long, with apex 
extending much behind femoral apex and R 
having 5 simple branches (including RA); 
mirror of lower tegmen very short (strongly 
transverse) and with roundly oblique anter-
olateral edge; cell of lower tegmen, situated 
behind plectrum (near it) and very near me-
dial edge of this tegmen, strongly reduced; 
special area (a) in distal part of stridulatory 
apparatus of both tegmina rather short, al-
most ovoid (Figs 1, 2); stridulatory vein of 
upper tegmen strongly widened at middle, 
with 23 comparatively sparse  teeth in me-
dial half and with numerous dense teeth in 
lateral half (all teeth almost not thickened); 
cerci and genital plate as in Figs 3, 4.

Female unknown.
Length in mm. Body 15; body with 

wings 36; pronotum 3.8; tegmen 26; hind 
femur 17.5.

Comparisons. The new species is most 
similar to Prohimerta (Anisotima) vieta 
Gorochov, 2003, but distinguished by the 
distinctly shorter both mirror of lower teg-
men and area between stridulatory vein and 

nearest distal (thickened and transverse) 
vein of upper tegmen (for comparison see 
Figs 1, 2 and 5, 6), as well as by the some-
what shorter special area in the distal part 
of stridulatory apparatus of both tegmina 
and by the stridulatory vein strongly wid-
ened at middle and having all teeth almost 
not thickened (in P. vieta, this vein weakly 
and gradually widened in middle part and 
with four middle teeth distinctly thick-
ened). From the other species of Anisotima, 
the new species differs in the wide area in 
distal part of stridulatory apparatus and/
or in the narrow hind lateral lobes of male 
genital plate.

Prohimerta (Anisotima) vieta
Gorochov, 2003

Note. This species, described from Viet-
namese province Hoa Binh, was recently 
transferred from this subgenus to the sub-
genus Prohimerta without any explanations 
(Eades & Otte, 2010). This action seems 
unsupported as P. vieta has the shape of 
male cerci and male genital plate similar to 
those of all the other species of Anisotima, 
but not to those of the representatives of 
Prohimerta s. str. Some similarity in the 
structure of tegminal stridulatory apparatus 
in P. vieta (Figs 5, 6) and in all the species of 
Prohimerta s. str. has no big importance, as 
such similarity is also present in some true 
representatives of Anisotima.

Prohimerta (Prohimerta) maculosa 
(Krausze, 1903)

Note. This species was transferred to 
this subgenus from the genus Ducetia by 
Gorochov & Kang (2002). However in the 
above-mentioned catalogue (Eades & Otte, 
2010), the species is preserved in the previ-
ous generic position; moreover, the author’s 
name is misspelled as ‘Krauss’, and type lo-
cality of this species is considered unknown. 
It is a mistake as Krausze (1903) clearly 
indicated the locality of the syntypes as 
“Tonkin (Than-Moi) [=Northern Vietnam: 
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Figs 1–6. Prohimerta, male. 1–4, P. laocai sp. nov.; 5, 6, P. vieta, holotype; a – special area in distal 
part of tegminal stridulatory apparatus. Dorsal part of upper (1, 5) and lower (2, 6) tegmina; abdomi-
nal apex from above (3) and from below (4).



A.V. GOROCHOV. NEW DATA ON DUCETIINI FROM VIETNAM32

© 2010  Zoological Institute, Russian Academy of Scienсes, Zoosystematica Rossica 19(1): 29–34

Figs 7–12. Paraducetia, male. 7–9, P. cruciata gialai subsp. nov.; 10–12, P. cruciata cruciata; a – spe-
cial area in distal part of tegminal stridulatory apparatus. Dorsal part of upper (7, 10) and lower (8, 
11) tegmina; genitalia from above (9, 12).



A.V. GOROCHOV. NEW DATA ON DUCETIINI FROM VIETNAM 33

© 2010  Zoological Institute, Russian Academy of Scienсes, Zoosystematica Rossica 19(1): 29–34

Dong Mo Town in Lang Son Prov.]”. The 
syntypes or topotypes of P. maculosa are 
deposited in the Museum and Institute of 
Zoology in Warsaw.

Paraducetia Gorochov & Kang, 2002

Paraducetia cruciata gialai subsp. nov.
(Figs 7–9)

Holotype. Male; Central Vietnam, Gia Lai 
Prov., environs of Kannack Town, secondary for-
est; 8–16 Nov. 1988; coll. A. Gorochov; ZIN.

Paratype. Female; same data as for holo-
type; ZIN.

Description. Male (holotype). Coloura-
tion and structure of body very similar to 
those of nominotypical subspecies (includ-
ing peculiarities of stridulatory teeth, vena-
tion of wings, and shape of cerci and genital 
plate), but mirror of stridulatory apparatus 
of lower tegmen slightly longer, special area 
(a) in distal part of stridulatory apparatus 
of both tegmina somewhat shorter [in lower 
tegmen, this area (from its apex to distal 
edge of mirror) 1.6 times as long as mirror] 
(Figs 7, 8), and median sclerite of genitalia 
without denticles on median part (Fig. 9) 
and with proximal half of hind process mod-
erately curved in profile.

Female. General appearance (includ-
ing structure of ovipositor) very similar to 
that of female of P. paracruciata Gorochov 
& Kang, 2002 (see Gorochov & Kang, 2002: 
Figs 143, 144), but genital plate of female 
described here distinguished by somewhat 
shorter lateral (almost spine-like) lobes.

Length in mm. Body: male 20, female 19; 
body with wings: male 44, female 45; prono-
tum: male 4.2, female 4.6; tegmen: male 33, 
female 34; hind femur: male 24, female 27; 
ovipositor 5.

Comparisons. The differences of this sub-
species from nominotypical one are listed 
above (for comparison also see Figs 7–9 and 
10–12).

Note. This specimen was mentioned as 
P. cruciata (Brunner-Wattenwyl, 1891) by 
Gorochov & Kang (2002: Figs 145, 146).

Paraducetia cruciata cruciata
(Brunner-Wattenwyl, 1891)

Material studied. 2 males; Southern Cam-
bodia, central part of Elefan Mts., ~100 km NE 
of Sihanoukville Town, Styeng-Chkhral Vill., 
300–500 m, at light; 27 Aug. – 6 Sept. 2003; 
coll. A. Gorochov & L. Anisyutkin. 1 male; 
“Cambodia?”. 

Note. This subspecies was described as a 
species from Cambodia (Brunner-Wattenw-
yl, 1891). It was redescribed by Ragge (1961) 
which studied the syntypes of this taxon and 
designed a lectotype for it in the publication 
cited above. Later this taxon was included in 
the genus Paraducetia (Gorochov & Kang, 
2002), but in the electronic catalogue of Or-
thoptera (Eades & Otte, 2010), this taxon 
continues to be placed in the genus Ducetia. 
It is a mistake, as these genera are distinctly 
different, and the redescription by Ragge 
does not give any possibility for doubts in 
belonging of this taxon to Paraducetia.  The 
differences of P. c. cruciata from P. c. gialai 
are listed above (in the description of the 
latter subspecies). However it is reasonable 
to note that the special area (a) in distal part 
of stridulatory apparatus of both tegmina is 
rather long (in lower tegmen, this area, situ-
ated behind mirror, is twice as long as this 
mirror) (Figs 10, 11), the median sclerite 
of male genitalia has numerous denticles on 
dorsal surface of median part (Fig. 12), and 
the proximal half of hind process of this sc-
lerite is strongly curved in profile.
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